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 Training Developer and Bottom 

Times Editor 
SFC Ray Ramirez 

 

I would like to start off by discussing the Navy’s Supervisor of 

Salvage and Diving website:  www.supsalv.org.  This website is a great 

source of information and is a valuable resource for all Diving Supervisors.  

The site is kept current and contains important Diving Advisories, 

Advanced Change Notices (ACN), along with the ANU List, Diving and 

Salvage publications, and MIL STD’s.  One great resource found on the site 

is NAVSEATS500-AU-SPN-010, U.S. Navy General Specification for the 

Design, Construction, and Hyperbaric Equipment Manual, Revision 1, 

August 23, 2006.  This manual is great for anyone working on our 

chambers.   

Since the last issue, the A2C, MDV, and MEDO course 

administrative data (CAD) have been updated.  With these changes, Dive 

School will earn more instructor slots.  In 2010, the allocated slots are raised 

from 8 to 12 and in 2011; I estimate an increase of 2 more for a total of 14 

instructors in Florida.   

 As for the Bottom Times, I would like to thank everyone for their article submissions.  The one 

thing I ask of you is; could you please send pictures with your submissions.  I know many of our readers 

intend on reading the newsletter, but can’t find the time, so I 

am trying to add pictures since they say a thousand words.   

In addition, if there is anyone that did not receive this 

via email and would like to, send your contact information to:   

 

 SFC Ray Ramirez 

21D Training Developer / Master Diver 

Email: raymond.j.ramirez@us.army.mil  
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Chief Dive Supervisor Notes 
 MSG James Spaw  

 

In the training realm we are still in the process of reverting to Rev 6 of the Navy dive manual.  

Once it is implemented SFC Ramirez and SFC Vance will implement the changes into the Phase I 

curriculum.  As for the DJRS, it will be discussed at the upcoming dive conference.  CPT West provided 

me with his contact at NAVSEA OOC.  I will be coordinating the implementation since CPT West will 

not be with us much longer as a Soldier. 

If there is still interest in moving over to the ARNG please contact CPT Proctor of the Texas 

ARNG @ james.mert.proctor@us.army.mil or CPT Torres of Puerto Rico ARNG @ 

eli.torres@us.army.mil.  I know there is some interest from those who are deployed.  If they or anyone 

else sends me their wish list and questions I will be sure to link up with officers of both units and answer 

any questions at the upcoming dive conference.  

An update on personnel moves.  I mentioned in the last bottom times about trying to move the E-8 

position out of 3
rd

 Training Brigade to a combat developer position.  Unfortunately, I can not touch that 

position with out it going away completely.  We as a field can leave it unfilled and eventually it will go 

away or start filling it.  The position was created to help divers be more competitive for SGM.  I am still 

set on moving those personnel with the most time on station first.  Personnel desires will be considered 

second.  Everyone in the Army has issues with selling their house or personnel issues with moving to a 

certain location.  There are always choices, be prepared to move or decline and get out, those are your 

choices.  

My SGM currently sat on the E-8 board. A few quick comments on what they are looking for. 

First, the board is briefed not to hold deployment or the lack there of against the soldier since some do not 

have the opportunity to deploy.  Second, drill sergeant duty is considered a career enhancer and does not 

replace leadership time in a deployable unit.  The board looks for the leadership position first which in 

MOS 21D is Senior Diving Supervisor and should be reflected in the duty position block of the NCOER.  

It does not hurt to put, “with duty and responsibilities of a platoon sergeant”, in the duty description 

block.  

As always keep up the exceptional work, it is noticed at very high levels within the Engineer Branch.  

MSG Spaw out.  
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Fort Eustis  

U.S Army Dive Company (Prov) 
 

COMMANDER DEEP SEA!!  
 

Greetings from the Dive Company.  This summer has 

again proved to be very busy for the outstanding Army 

Divers in this company.  The majority of the Soldiers have 

spent more time away than home this summer and are 

looking forward to some extra downtime this fall. 

 The month of April saw the 86
th

 Engineer Dive Team 

completing an arduous 30-day mission to the northwest for 

the United States Army Corps of Engineers, Portland 

District.  A few weeks later, a team of divers from 86
th

 

headed to Korea and Vietnam for a 90-day deployment for 

the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command.  511
th

 deployed 

for 60 days to Fort Lauderdale, Florida to recover tires and bested last years count by about 25,000 tires.  

The 569
th

 Engineer Dive Team completed the refitting of the teams equipment and prepared for a summer 

in Providence, Rhode Island salvaging the former Soviet submarine Juliett 484. 

 In May, the 86
th

 continued operations in Korea and 511
th

 continued operations in Florida.  LT 

Sann and SSG Kaufman competed in the Best Sapper Competition and finished 4
th

!  Great job to two 

incredible divers.  June kicked off the 60-day mission to salvage the Juliett 484 submarine in Providence 

and marked the return to operational diving duty of the 569
th

.  511
th

 conducted a deep blue in Key West 

following the completion of the tire salvage in Fort Lauderdale.  86
th

 completed their mission in Korea 

and moved to Vietnam for another 45-days of search operations.  We also said farewell to 1LT Evans to 

deploy on a provincial reconstruction team.  1LT Sann has taken over the reigns as XO and we are 

anxiously awaiting the arrival of our three new LTs. 

 The summer has been very busy for the company.  We are taking some time off from TDYs this 

fall to recover equipment and spend time with families.  I hope this newsletter finds everyone doing well.  

Hooyah, Deep Sea! 

 

CPT Charles Denike 

Commander 
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74
th 

POSEIDON 
Supporting Operation Iraqi Freedom 

 

Seven and a half down, seven and a half to go.  The 74
th

 Engineer Dive Team has just hit the half 

way mark as it pushes into the beginning of September.  To date, the 74
th

 has completed over 18 security 

swims in Qatar, 12 combat missions in Iraq, and over 30 missions in Kuwait.  Adding up the totals, the 

Team has accumulated over 11,000 minutes of bottom time, 6,577 minutes of supervisor time, and 843 

man days in Iraq.      The team has hit full throttle as it flies over the halfway hump and into the home 

stretch. 

In order to help the time go by, the 74
th

 is a strong believer in changing the pace of life and 

altering routines as much as possible.  Team personnel rotate between missions in different countries 

every one to two months.  The constant change in tempo, mission set, and threat level helps to combat the 

boredom and complacency level. 

During the month of April, the 74
th

 deployed to central Iraq in order to search for two missing and 

captured 10
th

 Mountain Soldiers.  LT Charles Martin, SSG Jason Flack, SSG Daniel Kennedy, SGT 

Timothy Tanfield, SGT Kristopher Stribling, and SPC Russell Gilliland set off on an air assault into an 

irrigation well where the bodies had been possibly dumped.  The team searched, but came up empty 

handed. 

 

 
 

The above pictures show divers SSG Kennedy and SPC Gilliland searching through the beautiful 

waters of an Iraqi irrigation well.  The search was extremely thorough, and the divers have a good reason 

why they didn’t find the two missing Soldiers.  SPC Alex R. Jimenez and PVT Byron W. Fouty were 

found in dry land approximately two months later and returned to their families.  Let us never forget the 

price of freedom and the sacrifices that our sons, daughters, spouses, fiancés, brothers, sisters, and loved 

ones make every day.  Each diver is proud and humbled to have taken part in one of the most honorable 

dives of their career. 

 During the month of May, the divers returned to Iraq for four separate missions including a body 

search for Iraqi civilians, a survey of a Baghdad water facility, a channel remediation and boat 

trafficability mission, and a hydroelectric dam reconnaissance.  Each mission was a great success, and the 
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hard work and dedication of the dive team paid off.  During the mission, SGT Humberto Santiago stood 

out as an exceptional performer and received the Army Achievement Medal for his outstanding efforts. 

 
 

 The water facility survey team led by SSG Alex Grabowski (above) searches and surveys the 

required areas in Baghdad.  The same team (bottom left) is recognized by the Baghdad Criminal 

Investigation Department (CID) agents after the canal search for Iraqi civilians.  On the bottom right, SGT 

Daniel Gorman and SGT Santiago, trudge their way through thick reeds during the search.  Although the 

Iraqi bodies were not found, the team was able to find dog and cat skeletons along with an eyeball from 

one of the animals.  There is no doubt that they were thorough. 

 

 
 

 The month of June kicked off with an exciting visit to one of the only hydroelectric dams in Iraq.  

A team of four divers led by SSG Joseph Wulczynski performed a detailed reconnaissance and met with 

Iraqi officials to coordinate for future operations.  The reconnaissance was in response to a request 

through the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) for a survey inspection on the stilling basin.  It just 

so happens, that the 74
th

 has performed this same type of inspection on many of the dams in the northwest 

region of the United States.  Furthermore, the USACE representative in Iraq was the same representative 

during the previous U.S. missions.  It’s truly amazing how small this world really is!   Below on the left, 

SSG Thomas Kneipp displays his best diver smile while SGT Erik Kuhn jokes with Susan Fox from 
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USACE.  SSG Wulczynski poses for nostalgic snap on the right, during a display of water power from the 

Iraqi officials at the hydroelectric dam.    

 

 
 

After the reconnaissance mission at the hydroelectric dam, SSG Wulczynski led a team of divers 

on two separate missions including a hydrographic survey and a debris removal / erosion control mission.  

The team had to use some brain power in order to collect data during the hydrographic survey to send 

back to the Engineer Research and Development Center (ERDC) while having to use some brawn in order 

to move big pieces of concrete and debris from under a Mabey Johnson Bridge.  Below is a photograph 

from the debris removal mission where our rigging skills came in quite handy. 

 

 
   

 On a personnel note, the 74
th

 has had the opportunity to recognize excellence and promote several 

Soldiers.  SGT Brett Taake, SGT Humberto Santiago, and SGT Paolo Cavenaghi were all promoted from 
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Specialist to Sergeant.  Each have been outstanding performers and their promotion is well deserved.  

Additionally, SGT Taake received an Army Achievement Medal for his outstanding efforts and technical 

ability to redesign our underwater camera system.  He took a large and bulky system and condensed it 

into a small cereal box sized system.  SSG Daniel Kennedy was promoted from Sergeant to Staff Sergeant 

during the month of July.  SSG Kennedy has been an invaluable member of the team and he is ready for 

the increased responsibility. 

CPT Trent Geisler and SSG Jason Flack also received their own awards when they went on leave 

in June and July.  They were both awarded the medal of fatherhood as Teresa Geisler gave birth to Isabel 

Geisler and Nicole Flack gave birth to Jaxon Flack.  Both Fathers were unable to get home in time for the 

birth, but the surprise waiting for them upon arrival quickly melted their heart and any regret for missing 

the birth.   

 In closing, the 74
th

 would like to leave everyone with the following thought: the photograph below 

depicts what is left of the Muwafi Tug Boat that almost every dive team has had the chance to cut on.  

This tug signifies our time left.  Before, it was beached in its entirety; now, only the hull remains.  Each 

cut we make and each piece we remove brings us closer to our loved ones.  When there is nothing left to 

cut there will be everything to look forward to.  Thank you again to the families that have to sacrifice so 

much.  God Bless and HOOYAH DEEP SEA! 

 

 
 

CPT Trent Geisler 

Platoon Leader 
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THE MIGHTY 86
th

 
 

The 86
th

 Engineer Dive Team is back on the ground at Fort Eustis after many successful 

deployments recently.  The team returned at the beginning of April from a month long deployment to 

Portland, Oregon in support of the United States Army Corps of Engineers, Portland District.  There, the 

team conducted numerous dives on dams, performing vital inspections and repairs for USACE.  At the 

end of April, a team of divers from 86
th

 deployed to Korea for a 45-day long mission in support of the 

Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command, stationed at Hickam Air Force Base in Hawaii.  The team 

conducted searches for downed aircraft in Korea, attempting to locate remains of fallen heroes of the prior 

conflict.  That same team followed that long and arduous mission with a similar mission to Vietnam for 

45 days.  Additionally, personnel augmented the 569
th

 Engineer Dive Team in the salvage of the former 

Soviet submarine Juliett 484 in Providence, Rhode Island.  This substantial operation lasted 60 days 

through June and July and was an invaluable training opportunity for all those involved. 

 

 
Beavers in Korea 

 

Congratulations to SSG Niese and SSG Rohde for successfully completing 1st Class Dive School. 

SSG Niese and SSG Rohde will be leaving the Beavers in November to become a part of the 569th 

Engineer Dive Team. The Beavers just welcomed aboard three new divers PFC McCleary, PFC Ormond 

and PFC Jarrard. We are anxiously awaiting the arrival of our new LT.  Unfortunately, we had to bid 
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farewell to CPT Destremps, who deployed on the 6
th

 Transportation Battalion staff as an assistance 

operations officer.  We wish him all the best and look forward to his safe return in a year. 

 

 The team is beginning their training in preparation for deployment next spring to relieve the 74
th

 

Engineer Dive Team in Kuwait.  Our training this fall will include weapons training, warrior tasks and 

drills, and culminate in a 10-day field training exercise in October. 

 

 Speaking of weapons ranges, and to keep this from becoming long-winded, we are off to Port 

Pickett for M4 qualification.  I hope all of the families are doing well.  Hooyah, Deep Sea! 

 

SFC Brett Boyer 

Platoon Sergeant 

 

511
th

 TRIDENT 
 

Hello again from the 511
th

. So far it has been an extremely busy summer season. We have already 

finished two missions in Florida, one mission to Ft. Lauderdale and another to Key West and our season 

is just getting under way with more jobs scheduled to Miami, Florida and Caven Point, New Jersey. We 

also have members of our team assigned to jobs in Rd. Island and Vietnam. Needless to say we appreciate 

our families understanding and support and are enjoying the feast of dive opportunities in this time of 

Deep Sea history. 
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          This summer has been a time of transition for the 511
th

. Among the many changes in structure to 

the team, we lost SGT Adam Heidrick and SGT Nicholas Marr who exited the Army just before the dive 

season started. Other changes include SSG Travis Kauffman leaving the team to instruct prospective 

divers at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, SSG Shawn Rowley joining the ranks in Panama City Florida at 

the Naval Diving and Salvage Training Center and SGT Michael Tucker picking up recruiting orders. 

Among the loss of 511th members is LT Scott Sann who will be taking over the Dive Company Executive 

Officer position. We did however; gain three new divers, PV2 Sven Nielson, SPC Brian Winter and SPC 

Gregory Ramirez. Other positive notes include the promotion of several of our members, SGT Hyrum 

Prince, SGT William Behr, SGT JR Hyre and SPC Tommy Ford. We are also proud to announce SSG 

Shawn Rowley and SSG Bobby Parmenter both completed Diver First Class School and the reenlistment 

of SSG Bobby Parmenter. 
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 In late April and May, we found ourselves in the beautiful waters of Ft. Lauderdale. Our Mission 

was to help Broward County remove old tires causing corrosion and damage to a reef off their coast. This 

mission is an on-going mission that started last year and is scheduled to continue through 2010. The Ft. 

Lauderdale mission is a combined force effort between Broward County, Army, Navy, and Coast Guard 

troops and resources. This mission provided great experience for all divers and supervisors involved. 

Notable achievements from Ft. Lauderdale include, a few divers free diving to 80 feet and performing 

different tasks like inflating lift bags or picking up a tire and bringing it to the surface. Also seven divers, 

SGT Steven Key, SGT Chris Kratsas, SGT Victor Polivka, SGT Hyrum Prince, SGT William Behr, SGT 

JR Hyre and SPC Tommy Ford passed the Salvage Diver Board put on by Master Diver Mike Vaughan 

and all but SPC Ford were pinned in early July. SPC Ford will be pinned when he reaches the rank of 

SGT. We are also proud that our efforts produced around 40,000 tires this year, nearly four times as many 

as the first year. In late May and June the team traveled to Key West for chamber training and to bring the 

511
th

 up to speed on the new changes in revision 6 of the Dive Manual. We dove on a sunken Coast 

Guard ship and enjoyed the gorgeous Florida weather and happenings. 

 

 
 

 

 As we continue our missions to Miami and New Jersey we look forward to several other big 

events beyond. We have three divers attending Sapper school, SGT William Behr, SGT Steven Key and 

SGT JR. Hyre and we wish them luck.  We also have the Company Field Training Exercise coming up in 

October which will focus on tasks like land navigation and convoy training and re-qualifying our weapons 

certifications which will sharpen our basic soldiering skills. For now, we have a month to repair 

equipment and to prepare for the upcoming barrage of events. Above all, this is a time to spend with 

family and loved ones to strengthen the connections that keep us pumped up and motivated during those 

long absences. HOOYAH DEEP SEA! 

 

SGT Hyrum Prince 

Salvage Diver 
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544
th

 SEA MONKEY  
 

The last few months have been filled with missions for all members of the 544
th

.  SSG Normandy, 

SGT Murphy, SPC Norsesian, and SPC Sears spent April, May, and part of June in Fort Lauderdale and 

Key West, Fl as part of the tire salvage mission.  SSG Lester, SSG Gills, SGT Fuller, SGT Dunham, SGT 

Turner, SGT Bingham, CPL Miltenberger, and I headed the opposite direction, north, to Providence, RI as 

part of the salvage team for the former Soviet submarine J484.  In July, the majority of the team will be in 

San Diego, CA to support the annual Joint Logistics Over the Shore (JLOTS) exercise. In California from 

early July through early August, SSG Dodd, SGT Murphy, SGT Henderson, SGT Fuller, SPC Norsesian, 

SPC Sears, SPC Bogiel, and PFC Weber will provide ships husbandry and item recovery support for 

Army and Navy vessels. 

 

 
Army Divers inspecting J-484 after the righting 
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CPT Kozlowski in command of J-484 

 

The beginning of summer has seen the team split among different jobs around the country.  

However, in August the team will be back together as we deploy to the Puget Sound to work on the 

removal of derelict fishing gear.  There will be Sea Monkeys working out of Seattle, Bellingham, and 

Anacortes, WA.  Set up in 2007, the team will be working with the Northwest Straights Commission and 

Army Reserve vessels to remove crab pots, tire reefs, and fishing nets.  The team also plans on a visit 

from the Discovery Channels Dirty Jobs and Mike Rowe while on site. 

Missions are not the only changes in the past few months; congratulations go out to SGT Chaise 

Turner and his wife Jasmine as they welcomed their second son, Andrew, on the 7
th

 of May. The 544
th

 

also welcomed four new members in May; CPL Andrew Miltenberger, CPL William DeAngelo, SPC 

Norman Bogiel, and PFC Dan Weber.  The 544
th

 also bids farewell to SGT Adam Frey.  SGT Frey was a 

great asset to the 544
th

 and will be missed; he plans on continuing his education in Wisconsin. 

While the team has been split around the country the past few months supporting numerous Dive 

Company missions, we look forward to the future and working together as a complete team again.  The 

544
th

 wishes everyone in the dive community the best. 

 

Hooyah Deep Sea! 

 

CPT Matt Kozlowski 

Platoon Leader 
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569
th

 HOO-YAH!!!     
 

Greeting from the 569
th

! This last quarter has been surprisingly busy for us. CPT Denike has officially 

stood up 569th, and we have some new divers from the school house as well as internal transfers from the 

other teams. This has allowed the 569
th

 to deploy teams throughout the summer.  

During this quarter, the 569
th

 deployed a large portion of our gear to Providence, Rhode Island to 

conduct a salvage operation with the Navy. This operation lasted approximately 60 days and the end 

result was excellent training. The submarine known as Julliet 484 was a former Soviet submarine that was 

purchased and turned into a floating museum. The mission made national headlines showing how the 

Army and Navy divers can work as a team to salvage a vessel of this size. Its current disposition is 

floating with help of lifting pontoons. 

     At the end of July, our team was tasked to support the Portland and Tulsa USACE districts. At the 

beginning of the mission, I took one soldier, drove out to Portland, Oregon to conduct two dam 

inspections. The concept of this mission was to ensure the water was diffusing properly throughout the 

fish canal. I was very surprised to see how much money is spent yearly on the survivability of Sockeye 

Salmon. While we were there, one report came out showing the Sockeye Salmon are surviving and 

breeding upstream.  

     Our team has grown and we’ve seen some soldiers come in and we have seen others go. Our recent 

arrivals have been: SSG Bickford, SPC Adams, SPC Moogan, SPC Byerle, and PFC Mcleary. SSG 

Bickford and his wife came from the Marine Corps and will be attending SFAS later this month. SPC 

Adams is one of our supply sergeants who recently came from Ft. Hood. SPC Moogan, and SPC Byerle 

and their spouses have come to us from Panama City along with PFC Mcleary who will be teaming up the 

86
th 

(Beavers) for their upcoming deployment to Kuwait. We have had to say good bye to some soldiers 

as well. SSG Blackwell has moved to Irwin to support the Warrior Transition Unit. SSG West transferred 

to 511
th

 along with his fire team. 1SG Andrews has had his retirement and we’re still waiting for him to 

open his own business fixing all of the equipment that we break. SFC Sisk is also at the end of his 

military duty, and we’ll be missing him as well. SSG Moran is currently attending recruiter school and 

will be leaving upon his graduation. SSG Custer has signed on with the Beaver (86
th

) for their upcoming 

deployment. We are in the process of replacing him with someone else, so please be patient with our 

Operations NCO. FYI, SSG Custer and his wife are having a baby so feel free to ask him if he was able to 

“break the diver curse”. 

    Other notable events are:  SSG Knoop graduating BNCOC Phase 1, SSG Shults attending Sapper 

School, and the Dive Company’s FTX.  

 

SFC Matt Hayden 

Platoon Sergeant 
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Delta Company  

U.S. Army Engineer Dive School  
CPT West 

 

Delta Company had a great third quarter which saw the 

addition of three new Soldiers and two of the Army’s youngest 

Deep Sea divers.  We had two new medics arrive to Delta 

Company.  The first was SPC Nicole Klatt who came from Fort 

Hood, Texas and was recently deployed to Iraq.  Staff Sergeant 

Rincon came to us from Walter Reed Army Medical Clinic in 

Washington D.C. following a year long deployment to Iraq.  

The final addition came to us from Fort Eustis, Virginia, where 

SSG Sean Rowley spent the past five years as a working diver.  

SSG Rowley is a highly touted diver and instructor, as well as 

the most recent honor graduate of Army First Class Diver 

Course.  Other great additions came in the form of “little 

bundles of joy” as both CPT West and SSG Woodcox became 

fathers for the first time.  Liam Joseph was born on April 12
th

 

to CPT West and his wife Jessica and Lillibeth Evelyn was 

born on May 4th to SSG Woodcox.  However, with every 

beginning comes an end, unfortunately SFC Spry and SSG 

Valencia’s time in the dive field came to an end.  SFC Spry is 

heading over to Iraq to serve as a medical advisor to the Iraqi Army.   

Our prayers are with him and his wife Darlene during this next year.  

SSG Valencia has now become Mr. Valencia as he separated from 

the military after 12 years of service.  SSG Valencia was an 

outstanding worker and friend.  He and his wife Candice will be 

sorely missed by the dive field. 

Although this past quarter was filled with great news, this 

next quarter appears to be even more exciting.  Delta Company will 

graduate the largest class in recent history with 16 Soldiers heading 

to Fort Eustis, Fort Shaftner and the Texas National Guard.  These 

two National Guard Soldiers are the first qualified divers to come 

from the 627
th

 Dive Team and this shows huge strides forward in the 

Army’s attempt to build National Guard Dive Teams with 

underwater construction capabilities.  Not only is Delta Company 

building the Army dive capabilities but also the Coast Guard dive 

capabilities.  We will be graduating the first of many Coast Guard 

First Class divers from the Army First Class Diver Course this 

upcoming quarter as the Coast Guard attempts to build underwater 

construction capability within their two new dive lockers.  However, as the fiscal year ends the class load 

diminishes slightly allowing Delta Company personnel to catch up on much needed leave.  This also 

Liam Joseph West 
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allows Delta Company Soldiers to attend BNCOC, Sapper Leader Course, assist the FBI in Side Scan 

Sonar, and maintain/acquire their instructor qualifications.  Delta Company looks forward to another great 

quarter and training the best divers and Soldiers in the world! 
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7
th

 Dive 

U.S. Army Engineer Dive Team 
 

Aloha from the 7
th

 Dive Team in sunny Hawaii! This last quarter has been an extremely busy time 

for the team as we say goodbye to many old friends, welcome new team members, and continue to dive 

the world over. In May, the unit conducted a change of command and simultaneous change of 

responsibility as the 7
th

 said goodbye to CPT Curtin, who went on to Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas and 1SG 

Heikkinen who retired from the Army to Panama City, Florida. The incoming leadership is CPT Darrow 

and 1SG Baumgartner. This new command team is enthusiastic about training and getting the team back 

into full dive mode. 

 The 7
th

 also said goodbye to quite a few divers who are moving on to a variety of exciting and new 

jobs in the Army and the civilian world. Among these folks are CPT Biggerstaff who moved up to 

Battalion S-3 in order to be nearer to his wife in S-4, SFC Green, SSG Larrew, and SSG Forkhamer who 

will all PCS to Panama City as Instructor/Writers at the Dive School. SFC Hayden and SSG Williams will 

PCS to Ft. Eustis and SSG Foster went on to College under the Green to Gold Program. Additionally, 

SSG Faille, SGT Petersen, and SGT Luchack all have gone back to civilian life to attend college. The 7
th

 

Dive team wants to wish all of the folks who are leaving us the best of luck in all of their future 

endeavors. The team also welcomes SPC Bays, PV2 Martinez (medic), and PV2 Gomez (mechanic).  We 

look forward to great things from them in the future.  

 

 
 

SFC Hayden’s going away 
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The training focus for the last quarter was primarily on getting the divers wet again after 15 

months in the desert. In addition to the traditional underwater change of command ceremony, the 7
th

 has 

sent divers to Rhode Island to assist the Navy and Ft. Eustis divers in the salvage of a sub, sent divers to 

Canada to assist JPAC in the marking of new sites for further study in the recovery of POW/MIA, 

conducted various ship’s husbandry missions to support the local LSV Fleet, conducted a hobby lob dive 

on The Sea Tiger off the coast of Waikiki, and  a two week training exercise affectionately dubbed 

“Shallow Brown” to train and certify supervisors in the latest protocols and emergency procedures as 

outlined in Rev 6 of the Dive Manual.  

Future events the team is looking at are bridge repair and pier construction projects locally on 

Coconut Island (where they filmed the intro to Gilligan’s Island) another JPAC mission to Korea, work 

for the Corps of Engineers in Alaska, and our weekly dives every Thursday. In the long term the team 

plans to attend Deep Blue with the Ft. Eustis Divers, attend Diver Week, and the re-union.    

                           

 

 
                           

7
th

 Dive Team’s Change of Command 

 

 Divers from the 7
th

 continue to lead the way and represent the field well in all areas. SGT Tomlin 

was recognized on the Commandant’s List at WLC for outstanding academic performance and he was 

also selected as the Battalion NCO of the quarter, as well as passed the board for promotion to SSG. SSG 

Haldeman and SGT Tomlin made it through the Brigade level of the Audie Murphy Board process, and 

plan to smoke the board at the USARPAC level when they return from Canada. SGT Loper was selected 

as the Distinguished Honor Graduate of NBC School, SGT Evers was recognized for outstanding physical 

performance at WLC, and SGT Floto was selected for the All Army Chess team and competed in 

Washington DC. Not bad for a bunch of knuckle dragging Deep Sea Divers! 

   

   



BBOOTTTTOOMM  TTIIMMEESS  
Volume 4, Issue 2                                                                         19                                                                               August 2008 

 

 
 

Boat PT at Hickam AFB 

 

 On the family front the 7
th

 Dive Team’s FRG has been busy supporting the incoming Soldier’s to 

the unit with the traditional Hawaiian lei (flowers you jerks) and welcome baskets. They have also found 

some interesting ways to raise money to support Hail & Farewells for the numerous divers leaving and 

arriving to the unit. In the last two months we have had a breakfast burrito fundraiser, a donation yard sale 

and a poker tournament.   

Additionally, some families have grown recently; SGT Jimenez and his fiancé Kathleen were 

married last month, SGT Lott finally got command sponsorship to move his wife to Hawaii, and  The 

Haldeman and Peterson families are both expecting babies soon. 

 

 
 

SGT Floto slacking off in New Hampshire 

 

We look forward to close working relationships with all of our diving brethren in the future. Stay in 

Touch. Hooyah Deep Sea!!!   
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627
th

 Heavy Dive Team 
CPT Proctor 

 
Greetings from Texas.  Hurricane season is in full swing, and preparing for the National Guard 

mission of disaster response is pushing the 627th in new directions. We are beginning to introduce 

ourselves to disaster response officials, in order to promote awareness of the unique capabilities of Army 

divers. 

 We now have two AGR slots available; an E-6 position and an E-6 through E-8 position.  

 We have two recent graduates from dive school, and one more currently attending. We expect to 

send more students in the next classes. 

 We are also still looking forward to working more closely with active duty units who are out 

working on real-world missions. 

 

 
The plaque one of our guys made for our armory. 

 

V/R, 

CPT Proctor 
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TACOM 
SFC Brian Adams 

MDV 

 
Solicitations went out to the applicable industries for a new Under Water Photo Set (UPS), and a 

combined Individual Swimmer Support and Open Circuit Set (OCS).  The OCS set offers are in from the 

manufactures and are in the technical evaluation phase.  The offers for the video and still camera portion 

of the Under Water Photo set have been evaluated and selected.  The contract for the still and video 

portion of the UPS has been awarded and fielding will begin in the near future.  We are still working the 

ROV portions.  Below are pictures of the still and video components in the new UPS set.     

 

CANNON G-9 WITH IKELITE HOUSING AND DS160 STROBE PACKAGE  

-Compact light weight design makes it less cumbersome in heavy current.  

                  
 

SONY DCR-SR45 CAMCORDER 

THE TOP DAWG II HOUSING WITH 3.5 INCH BACK MONITOR AND SUN RAY LIGHT 

SYSTEM 

-The Top Dawg Housing can be used with video cameras from all major manufactures.  Currently there 

are over 150 different video cameras that can be used in this housing without any additional adapters or 

accessories.   
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Market samples for a Surface Supplied Oxygen console have been procured and training dates are 

in the works.  It is an interim, simple, cost effective solution that meets the O2 flow requirements in Rev 6 

and is compatible with our current SDASS and the XLDS.  It will enable the units to fully use the Oxygen 

Decompression Tables in Rev 6.      

 
 

 

The fielding of the new recompression chambers is ongoing.  To date, two have been fielded the 

third and forth are scheduled for fielding to Ft. Eustis in early November.   
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Phase 1 

FLW Prequalification Course  
SSG Kaufman 

 

The Engineer Diver Phase 1 course is going pretty smooth out here in good old Ft. Leonard Wood.  

SFC Vance graduated Master Diver Evaluations this past May.  His family is doing well swimming every 

weekend at the lake in their sweet pontoon boat.  Myself, SSG Kaufman got on station in April hitting the 

ground running.  I competed in the Best Sapper Competition with 1LT Sann this year.  We sucked it up 

and showed the Engineer Regiment how hardcore Divers really are.  My family is doing well.  My wife is 

still trying to adjust to being lost in the woods.  SFC Vance has earned the Gold German PT Badge and is 

working on becoming a qualified evaluator for the badge.  I am still working on the German PT badge. 

We are both taking college classes and volunteering with the community on a canned food drive and scout 

project with the SGT Audie Murphy Club.  The Diver Phase 1 course has recently moved from 554th 

Alpha Company to the 554th Hotel Company.  This has been a smooth transition and we enjoy working 

with Hotel Company Hell raisers.  Myself, SFC Vance and a few of our Phase 1 graduates just recently 

helped film the new Army Diver recruiting video.  That video will definitely help recruit and pump up 

some potential Diver candidates.  The recent groups of Warriors we have grinded through Phase1 this 

summer have the potential to be great Diver’s.  With the right Mentorship, Discipline, and PT they will 

truly benefit the TOUGH DEEP-SEA community that we all know and love.  HOOYAH TO OUR DEEP-

SEA BROTHERS OF THE 74
TH

 EN DIVE TEAM. 

 

 

HOOYAH AMERICA! 
 

 


